
 

 

 

 

Calpol Policy  

Woodlands can administer all medications prescribed by a doctor. However, Calpol which has not been 
prescribed by a doctor will not be administered. 
 
If a child requires Calpol at regular intervals i.e. every four hours then Woodlands will deem that the child 
too ill to be in setting. 

While all our childcare practitioners within the setting are all paediatric first aid trained, but staff are not 
nurses/doctors, it is our concern that the use of Calpol can mask the symptoms of something more 
serious.  

Calpol may only be administered for the relief of teething related discomfort and no other purposes.  
 

Woodlands maintains that ill children should not attend setting as they pose a risk of 
transmitting infections to immunocompromised children and staff. 

Please remember without staff Woodlands cannot open!! 

To have Calpol administered while at setting parents need to adhere to the following procedures- 

• Parents need to request the administration of Calpol before the child addends setting where 
possible.  

• Requests need to be made to the management team or the playleader ONLY.  

• The management team or playleader will enquire as to the reason behind the parent’s request 
and a decision will be made ultimately at the discretion of the management team. 

• Parents will be required to give staff the time of the last does – this is highly important. 

• Parents will be asked to complete and sign a non – prescribed medication form giving Woodlands 
staff permission to administer Calpol, this will only be done by senior staff. 

• Where Calpol has been administered either at home or within setting and the child does not make 
any improvement then the parents will be contacted and asked to collect their child.  (please see 
Managing children who are sick or with allergies for more information) 

Emergency Exception 
 
In exceptional emergency circumstances only, Calpol may be administered by a senior member of 
staff ONLY if a child has become unwell while at the setting, and only when: 

• The child has a high temperature or significant pain 
• All reasonable attempts have been made to contact the parent/carer 
• Written parental consent has been obtained in advance (via a medication consent form) 
• The dosage is appropriate for the child’s age and weight 

 
This is a one-off emergency measure and does not override our no Calpol policy. 

 

 



 
After Emergency Administration 
 

• Parents/carers will be informed immediately once contact is made 
• The child must be collected as soon as possible 
• The administration will be fully recorded, including time, dose, reason, and staff signatures 

 
Legal and Safeguarding Considerations 
 

• Medication will only be administered by a senior designated member of staff 
• All administration will be recorded in line with EYFS requirements 
• This policy supports children’s welfare and helps safeguard the health of the wider setting 

 
Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually or in line with updated guidance from Public Health England. 
 

 


